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The need for Step Up’s programming for women and girls creates a tremendous opportunity to 
serve. 

Just as women are beginning to make strides in the workforce, underserved teen girls are at great-
er risk of falling behind. As education budgets are cut, the rest of the economy is moving ahead. 
Without a high school diploma and college degree, Step Up teen girls are likely to miss out on 
nearly $1 million in earnings over a lifetime.

As Step Up stays true to its strength - members’ ability to leverage their personal and professional 
skills and relationships to give back to the community – the organization recognizes that it is 
uniquely suited to provide a cycle of philanthropy that advances women and girls to new heights 
as each generation of Step Up women gives back to the next. It is an exciting time to be a woman, 
and perhaps, a more exciting time to be a part of Step Up Women’s Network.

Jenni Luke
Chief Executive Officer
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Step Up connects you to the professional women you need and the un-

derserved teen girls who need you.

	By bridging communities of professional women and underserved 

teen girls through mentorship, networking and advancement, we 

ensure women and girls have the opportunities they need to cre-

ate a better future. Step Up empowers high school girls in under-

served communities to reach their full potential through dynamic 

after-school and Saturday enrichment programming that helps 

girls become confident, college-bound, and career-ready.

OUR WORK







During adolescence, girls’ self-esteem drops twice as much as boys’ self-

esteem. But more than 85% of Step Up girls report feeling more positive 

about themselves.

The Step Up curriculum begins with programming that builds con-

fidence. Arts-based programming like photojournalism, drama, 

filmmaking, and spoken word provides girls with a platform to find 

their voice within the safe confines of Step Up. During the pro-

grams, Step Up members are paired with the students as mentors, 

like during the “I Dream To...” Photojournalism program. The se-

mester-long classes focus on photography as a form of self expres-

sion and end with a photojournalism project showcasing a mentor 

who works in a career the teen is passionate about exploring.  

CONFIDENT

“Step Up has given me a sense of pride and self-worth. 
Before Step Up, I was embarrassed to speak up, but now I am more confident.”  

-Diana Castro, Step Up Class of 2010, Yale Class of 2014



In America’s urban neighborhoods, nearly one in three high 

school students will not complete high school. But Step Up stu-

dents receive an average of 100 hours of enrichment program-

ming a year, including programs focused on college prepara-

tion.

As Step Up teens continue along the trajectory of pro-

grams, the focus shifts toward preparing for college. 

Whether a girl works with her mentor to discuss the 

best college options, visits an out-of-town campus on 

the College Tour, or attends a College Connections Con-

ference, Step Up teens are exposed to all aspects of col-

lege, from the application process to understanding fi-

nancial aid and scholarships, to student life on campus.

COLLEGE-BOUND

“Our students are told over and over again how these 
experiences of college and career are within their reach. Once in Step Up, 

our students are talking about which college they want to go to, not whether they will go.” 
-Roger Lowenstein, founder/executive director of Los Angeles Leadership Academy, partner since 2005







Women over age 16 without a college degree are 2.5 times more like-

ly to be unemployed. But more than 85% of Step Up girls report that 

Step Up pushes them to consider new college and career possibilities.

As Step Up teens move toward high school graduation, they 

experience career exploration programming  that provides 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunities. Teens are paired directly 

with Step Up members for 1-on-1 career role modeling. They 

visit businesses of all sizes and industries on Pathways to Pro-

fessions trips. They attend Career Connections Conferences 

and “Cool Women, Hot Jobs” panel discussions. Think of 

where we all could be if we had had informational interviews 

with the CEOs of global brands by age 15!

CAREER-READY

“Step Up is the best thing that has ever happened to me. 
It’s not about your past, but about what Step Up can do to better you for the future.”

-Jasmine Johnson, Step Up Class of 2010, Johnson & Wales University Class of 2014



Step Up is a network of over 50,000 supporters nation-

wide, with the core of our membership found around 

our offices in Los Angeles, New York and Chicago. 

The Step Up woman is professional, 

ambitious, savvy and philanthropi-

cally‐minded. She looks to Step Up to 

provide her with career development 

programming that is effective and enjoy-

able, while giving her the opportunity 

to make a difference in her community.

MEMBER PROGRAMS
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LUMINARY

The 2010 Luminary Circle is Step Up’s influential network of philanthropists who 
individually contribute $1,000+ annually. Each $1,000 donation represets a year of 

after-school programming for one underserved teen girl.

CIRCLE





National Board of Directors

Linda Descano - president & CEO, Women & Co., Citibank

Tal Gilad - executive director, Peace First Los Angeles

Kaye Popofsky Kramer - founder, Step Up Women’s Network

Betsy Sobiech - partner, Tiara International

Wendi Sturgis - executive vice president, sales, Yext

Jess Weiner - chief creative officer, Talk to Jess LLC

Megan Wolfe (chair) - senior manager, marketing & business development, Deloitte

Staff Leadership

Jenni Luke - chief executive officer

Angie Grabski - managing director, New York

Gina Marotta - managing director, Chicago

Jamie Kogan - managing director, Los Angeles

Alissa Zito - director, marketing & communications

LEADERSHIP





2010 Donations
$50,000+ 
Bayer

$25,000-49,999
Ann Taylor
Dermalogica
Maidenform Inc.

$10,000-24,999
Allergan Medical
Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader
Bally
Creative Artists Agency
Dwight Stuart Youth Foundation
Kohler Waters Spa
Marie Keese Lelash Foundation
The Young Women’s Leadership 
Foundation
Women & Co

$5,000-9,999
Ali Brown
American Eagle Outfitters Foundation
CBS Television Network
City National Bank
Coalition of Women’s Initiatives in Law Firms 

Comcast
Comerica
The Container Store
Disney/ABC Television Group
Fresh Events Company Inc.

Henri Bendel
J. Crew
Julie Darmody
Maricel Vivas
OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network
Raytheon
SONY Pictures
The Seattle Foundation
Vtech Communications
WE tv
WME

$2,500-4,999
110 West Superior
8840 LLC
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Angus Salon
BCBG MAX AZRIA GROUP
Bingham McCutchen LLP
Catherine Malandrino
Christine Chiu
Clif Bar& Co.
Comcast Interactive Media
Diana Cartwright
EIF
Fertility Centers of Illinois
Gina Despres
Global Impact
Henri Bendel
Herbalife
Infusion Managment
Lifetime Networks

Lodis Accessories
Marcus & Jane Buckingham
McGladrey & Pullen, LLP
Michael Berland
Michael Stars
Moroccanoil
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
Ravenswood Health Center
Sephora
Sonya Rosenfeld
Tory Burch
Wedding and Event Specialist

$1,001-2,499
Albert Parvin Foundation
Allen Pulwalski
Angela Elbert
Bank of America
Deloitte
Elizabeth Holt
Good Karma Properties
Katherine Auld
Mario Enrique Matrin
Michelle Wroan
Renee Simon
Sarah Emerson
Tracy Settel
Weintraub Financial  Services

PARTNERS



FINANCIALS



2010 In Kind

2010 Income

	 Income Area	 Amount	
	 Donations	 $485,037	
	 Grants	 $67,894	
	 Membership	 $416,755	
	 Scholarships	 $5,046	
	 Special Events	 $249,047	
	 In Kind	 $165,663	
	 Interest & Dividends	 $11,368	
	 Total Income	 $1,400,810	

	 In Kind Area	 Amount
	 Program Costs	 $59,130	
	 Gift Bags	 $72,235	
	 Auction Items	 $34,298		
	 Total In Kind	 $165,663	

2010 Functional Expenses

	 Expense Areas	 Amount	
	 Programs	 $1,103,048	
	 Special Events	 $100,688	
	 Administrative	 $198,697	
	Fundraising & Development	 $90,536	
	 Total Expenses	 1,492,969	

Programs 

Special Event

Administrative

Fundraising & Development 

Donations 
Grants
Membership
Scholarships
Special Events
In-kind
Interest &Dividends

Program Costs
Gift Bags
Auction Items



	 Beginning Net Assets		  $1,959,167

Income 				 

	 Donations			   $485,037

	 Grants				    $67,894

	 Membership			   $416,755

	 Scholarship Funds		  $5,046

	 Special Events			   $249,047

	 In Kind Donations		  $165,663

	 Interest & Dividends		  $11,368

Total Net Income 			   $1,400,810

				  

Expenses 				  

	 Programs			   $1,103,048

	 Special Events			   $100,688

	 Management & Administration	 $198,697

	 Fundraising			   $90,536

Total 					     $1,492,969

				  

Net Income 				    -$92,159

	 Ending Net Assets		  1,867,008






