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ABOUT STEP UP 

“My mentors did not have a career path 
set when they were in high school or 
in college. Their career paths were 
unexpected and that gives me hope 
that I will figure out my career path, too.” 

— RANA SALEH, STEP UP TEEN

We guide every girl to their success.

No one destination fits all, so why would one path fit all? 
At Step Up, we help girls achieve their unique visions 
of success. We create safe, brave spaces for girls to 
connect, learn, and grow alongside supportive mentors 
(and each other).

Through our free mentorship programs in person, 
online, and on demand, girls experience more than just 
mentorship. They find community, feel empowered to 
expand their horizons, and develop the skills they need 
to navigate life’s path with confidence.

By the end of 2026, we’ve committed to reach 
3,000 teens and young women annually through 
programs that guide girls to be confident, 
connected and career-ready.



INSPIRATION 
AWARDS’ LEGACY 
OF CELEBRATING 
MENTORSHIP

Inspiration Awards celebrated executives 
like Margie Moreno, who reflected on the 
powerful lifecycle of mentorship, as well as 
actors Mandy Moore and Storm Reid, who 
participated in flash mentorship onstage.

At Step Up’s Bloom Bar, guests 
connected with teens and 
received a flower with a quote 
from a Step Up girl on what 
makes her feel unstoppable.

Guests in Chicago and Los Angeles enjoyed 
a reception and awards program celebrating 
the women and girls who inspire us. The galas 
gathered 800+ supporters and raised $1,000,000 
in support of Step Up mentorship programs.

2025 Teen Honoree 
Cree shared her 
story about how 
Step Up’s high 
school mentorship 
propelled her to find 
her voice and pursue 
her future dream of 
becoming a juvenile 
defense lawyer with 
a dual degree in child 
psychology.

Sponsor Benefit Cosmetics 
designed a lounge to inspire 
confidence! Guests flocked 
to their brow and touch up 
essentials.



PAST HONOREES 
AND PRESENTERS

Eva Longoria  
actor, producer, director and 
philanthropist

Gabrielle Union  
author, actor + activist

Yvonne Orji  
comedian, actor, author + 
advocate

Tracee Ellis Ross, Yara 
Shahidi  
+ the cast of Blackish

Luvvie Ajayi Jones  
4x NYT bestselling author, 
speaker & book coach

Mandy Moore  
actress, singer + songwriter

Jessica Alba  
actor, advocate + 
entrepreneur

Zoe Saldana  
actress + advocate

Anne Hathaway  
Oscar-winning actress + 
advocate



PAST PARTNERS 
HAVE INCLUDED:



ENTER THE MENTORSHIP 
CONVERSATION

Talent + Influencer Engagement

Nia Sioux 5.8M followers Storm Reid 2.8M followersKate Walsh 4.2M followers JaNa Craig 2.5M followers 

Inspiration Awards has been  
covered by media outlets like:

Talent shared 104 pieces of content that either featured, tagged, or highlighted 
the event in some form, resulting in more than 54 million potential impressions 

for the event overall. Talent tagged Step Up in 83 pieces of content, resulting in 
more than 45 million potential impressions for the organization’s handle.



Trina Turk: Fashion 
partner Trina Turk’s pop-
up boutique had guests 
coveting her famous 
summer lifestyle. Attending 
notables like Julie Bowen, 
Linda Cardellini, Aisha Tyler, 
Lacey Chabert and Busy 
Philipps all sported the 
brand’s latest looks.

Coach: Craftsmen in 
the Coach Workshop 
offered leather engraving, 
transforming each guest’s 
handbag into a custom 
keepsake!

Dermstore: Guests 
consulted with glow 
by Dermstore experts, 
discovered skin care 
regimens and tested out 
products before entering 
to win a full regime by 
sharing what makes them 
#glowwithin!

Women’s Foot Locker: 
The brand invited guests 
to add their personal 
inspirations to the 
#OnOurWay wall to receive 
a gifted pair of sneakers.

BRAND ACTIVATIONS 
THAT ENGAGE

Brand lounges connect our influential 
guests with Inspiration Awards sponsors.



Monica 
Laddaran   
Academic Advisor,  
Saint Xavier 
University

Kara Gooch  
Manager,  
Step Up

English 
Henderson  
Conflicts analyst,  
Jenner & Block

Ahja Howard   
Director, Illinois 
Community 
College Board  
and Step Up  
Board Member

Serena Astudillo  
Law graduate,  
The Legal Aid 
Society

Kalen Isreal  
Catering Sales 
Manager,  
SLS Hotel

INVESTING IN THE 
NEXT GENERATION

Step Up teen and young adult 
honorees go on to pursue their 

unique dreams of success!



READY TO INSPIRE?
Here are some of the ways 
our sponsors contribute to our 
Inspiration Awards program.
• presenting/naming rights for programmatic elements

• offer to match any donations made by employees 
during the event

• red carpet integration (celebrity dressing, step-and-
repeat logo placement, red carpet sampling/gifting)

• host a Step Up teen or young adult to sit with your 
company

• invite employees to volunteer at Inspiration Awards 
(check-in, etc.)

• offer executives or clients a meet + greet opportunity 
with influential guests in the brand lounge

• blog about the event + Step Up partnership on the 
brand’s blog

• invite members of the media, influencers or celebrities 
to sit with your company

• bring a social media specialist to capture the brand’s 
participation at the event for its own social channels



Support girls on their path to success, 
raise brand awareness and build 

relationships by sponsoring  
Inspiration Awards.

2026 SPONSORSHIPS
OPPORTUNITIES 
Sponsorship includes recognition 
and benefits at events in both 
cities - Los Angeles and Chicago

PRESENTING SPONSOR  |  $100,000 donation 
Listing as presenting sponsor on all materials • Logo on red carpet  
• Press release acknowledgement

STEP UP ORANGE SPONSOR  |  $50,000 donation 
Seating for 20 guests • Program acknowledgement  • Preferred seating

PLATINUM PATHS SPONSOR  |  $25,000 donation 
Onsite brand activation • Honoree + Celebrity gifting   
• Category exclusivity at this level

GUIDING GOLD SPONSOR  |  $15,000 donation 
Logo included on event materials

SUCCESSFUL SILVER SPONSOR  |  $10,000 donation 
Seating for 10 guests • Name listing on select event materials • Gift bag sampling  
• Cover the cost of a Step Up teen girl’s ticket

SOLD



STEP UP NATIONAL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Maria Salcedo, Chair  
beauty CEO and leader

Melanie Barr 
She Built It® 

Tamara Beverly 
Daimler Truck Financial Services

Jennifer Bombardier 
global communications leader

April Carr 
PepsiCo

Garnesha Crawford Ezediaro 
Bloomberg Philanthropies

Devon Crimin 
Shiseido Americas 

Cori Fernandez 
Google 

Vernon Francois 
VERNON FRANCOIS®

Katie Frazier  
[solidcore] 

Tonya Garrett 
LinkedIn 

Brieanne Gershick 
Accenture 

Minda Harts 
The Memo LLC

Baaba Holland 
Baaba Holland Agency

Jennifer Kobus 
REI 

Kaye Poposfky Kramer 
Step Up

Breanne Metcalf 
The Walt Disney Company 

Delores Druilhet Morton 
Step Up

Mark O. Page 
SoundThinking Inc.

Avani Patel  
The Ember company 

Kelsey J. Patel  
wellness expert 

Monique Saunders Patrick 
Community Catalyst

Beth Radichel  
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

Dr. Jean Rhodes 
University of Massachusetts 
Boston 

Carissa Smith 
FOX Corporation for Government 
Relations 

Maggie Stockdale 
Double Verify



Baaba Holland, Chair 
Baaba Holland Agency

Rose Ann Abraham, 
Vice Chair 
Baker Tilly 

Tisha Danehl 
LHH  

Tonya Gauff 
DLA Piper LLP

Michelle Gray 
LinkedIn 

Ahja Howard 
Illinois Community 
College Board 

Ashley Kwateng 
Mars

Heather Lane 
Ulta Beauty  

Emily Della Maggiora 
Pioneer Ventures LLC

Victoria Mariscal 
Front Desk 

Mayra Mandujano 
BMO

Leila Shin 
KPMG

Lexi Torres-Desai 
Jenner & Block LLP

Midwestern Region

STEP UP REGIONAL BOARDS

Cori Fernandez,Chair 
Google 

Annie Scranton,  
Vice Chair 
Pace PR 

Mandy Aragones 
Victory Patch 
Foundation + Slick Rick 
Music Corporation 

Usheen Davar 
Healthline Media 

Quincy Evans 
Davidson Kempner 
Capital Management

Stacey Jenkins 
marketing and 
business development 
executive 

Natalie Haskins 
Laukitis 
Teach for America 

Eastern Region

Jasmina Lukolic 
Skanska USA Building

Caitlyn McAllister 
The Leading Hotels 
of the World 

Rebecca Mann 
Uniquely Diverse Inc.

Victoria Mariscal 
Minding Her Own 
Business 

Vina Morris 
AfroPink, Inc. 

Laura Rog 
NYC Service

Jillian Straus 
Straus Strategic 
Communications

Tamara Beverly, Chair 
Daimler Truck Financial 
Services

Erin Crawford,  
Vice Chair 
BMI 

Miara Shaw,  
Vice Chair 
Miara Shaw Enterprises 

Bridget Biagas 
Hudson Group

Edora Butler 
Heitmeyer Consulting

Dr. Kimberly S. Clay 
Play Like a Girl!

Lisa Crawford 
Accenture

Kenyatta Johnson Dial 
Dow Chemical 

Brittainy Hall 
Kotter 

Southern Region

La’Kishia Harris 
Turner 
Construction 
Company 

Evelyn Jones 
Dow Chemical 

Edilsa Giron-
LeGrier 
AI InnoVision 

Dr. Catrina Pullum 
PullCorp Media 
& Business 
Consulting Group 

Claire Walters 
human resources 
professional

Tamera Woodard 
US Mobile

Western Region

Brieanne Gershick, 
Chair 
Accenture

Stacey Mendoza, 
Vice Chair 
entertainment 
executive  

Alexa Brandt 
marketing + 
partnerships 
executive 

Monica Cooper 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

Aisha Enriquez 
First Citizens Bank

Desiree Gaitan-
Buchanan 
POPLINEN 

Beth Helmstetter 
Beth Helmstetter 
Events

Meghan Birmingham 
Leader 
strategic business 
executive 

Mirtha Michelle 
poet + author + 
actress 

Terri Ross 
Terri Ross 
Consulting 

Audrey Rowe 
Rowe’s Macaroons 

Jenny Dinh 
Safransky 
JDS Projects 

Nyanza Shaw 
Shaw Esquire

Deborah Thomas 
NBCUniversal

Jenny Vazquez-
Newsum 
Untapped Leaders, 
LLC



Group Mentorship
Engage your employees in flexible volunteerism 
through an Employee Engagement Partnership

Support
Step Up programming for a cohort of high school 
teen girls in your community

Cause Marketing
Promote your brand through a give-back campaign with Step Up

Sponsor
Step Up’s mentorship programs for teens and 
young adults

ADDITIONAL STEP UP 
PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES



CONTACT

Jamie Kogan
VP, Development 
jamie@suwn.org 
310.497.3514 


